. Connections between proteins assigned to different functional groups suggests, for example, that protein folding and translocation are related, as are RNA processing and translation. The connections can also be used to determine the function of uncharacterized proteins, with multiple connections to one process strengthening the case. There are, however, only 364 yeast proteins of unknown function that have at least one partner of known function, and only 69 with two or more partners of known function. Of those 69, only 29 have two or more interacting proteins with at least one function in common. Studies of indirect connections (i.e., connections two or more steps away from the protein under study) can, however, allow more proteins to be tentatively assigned a function.
